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show the beauty-which underlies them and
the splendour that breaks from them.    It is
possible to treat fine thoughts in a heavy
way so as to deprive them of all their rarity
and inspiration.   The Gospel contains some
of the most beautiful thoughts in the world,
beautiful because they are common thoughts
which every one recognises to be true, yet set
in a certain light, just as the sunset with its
level, golden, remote glow has the power of
transfiguring a familiar scene with a glory of
mystery and desire.   But one has but to turn
over a volume of dull sermons, or the pages
of a dreary commentary, to find the thoughts
of the Gospel transformed into something
that seems commonplace and uninspiring.
The beauty of ordinary things depends upon
the angle at which you see them and the
light which falls upon them; and the work
of the great artist and the great writer is to
show things at the right angle, and to shut
off the confusing muddled cross-lights which
conceal the quality of the thing seen.

The recognition of the principle of beauty
lies in the assurance that many things have
beauty, if rightly viewed, and in the determi-
nation to see things in the true light. Thus
the soul that desires to see beauty must